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SUBJECT: ALGERIAN REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH TREASURY 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL 

REF: ALGIERS 2088 

1 . ALGERIAN EMBASSY HAS SENT DIPLOMATIC NOTE TO DEPARTMENT 
REQUESTING MEETING ON BEHALF OF ALGERIAN FINANCE MINISTER 
MOHAMED SIDDIK BENYAHIA WITH TREASURY SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL 
"TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST." DEPARTMENT DOES 

NOT KNOW EXACT DATES THAT FINANCE MINISTER WILL BE IN 
WASHINGTON, BUT WORLD BANK HAS INFORMED US THAT ALGERIANS 
ARE SCHEDULED FOR BILATERAL MEETING WITH IMB/BANK 
OFFICIALS ON SEPTEMBER 27. 
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2. TREASURY IS CONSIDERING REQUESTS FROM LESSER DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. INCLUDING ALGERIA, FOR MEETINGS WITH 
BLUMENTHAL DURING IMF/BANK ASSEMBLY. DEPARTMENT HAS 
URGED TREASURY TO GRANT ALGERIA'S REQUEST. DEPARTMENT 
WILL ADVISE OUTCOME. 

3. TREASURY BELIEVES ALGERIA WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
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DISCUSSING LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS AND EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 
MATTERS, WHILE TREASURY WOULD PLAN TO DISCUSS USG 

INTEREST IN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS. 

DEPARTMENT AND TREASURY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY NEW 
INFORMATION EMBASSY HAS ON ADDITIONAL ISSUES ALGERIAN 
FINANCE MINISTER MIGHT WISH TO RAISE. VANCE 
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